


 
Projects 5 and 6 Combined: Longer Essay and Pecha Kucha 

Project 5: The Longer Essay:  Strategic Storytelling  
 
Compose a 2,500-word essay that extends research begun in Project 2, theorizing your concept more in depth 
and/or from additional perspectives. Your goal is to theorize (struggle into thought, argue with concepts) X, a 
yet to be determined thesis concerning your concept’s what (its meaning, significance for different groups), as 
well as its why (its value for different groups) and how (its applicability for different groups). Your X is your 
BIG IDEA OR PROBLEM SET that you will share with others.  

Use at least seven external references, three from our readings and four from your own research, using 
the online Library Catalogue’s Articles and Full Text search function to find scholarly articles.  You must use at 
least three images, diagrams, and other visuals within your text to demonstrate, illustrate, or explain your 
theorization. Target specialists in the relevant field in your paper and utilize appropriate citation style.. 

Over the semester you’ll write abstracts and short descriptive and analytical essays, as well as your 
own info comic. In the last part of the class, you’ll combine your skills to create a sustained argument or 
reflection based on an insight-vision-hunch-revelation-pattern-Eureka-leap-a ha-surprise-flash-idea about X 
that you have while researching your concept and its place in the world. The power of writing is ideation 
and strategic storytelling, and this is your chance to produce and share ideas sparked by your text.  

You will need to continue researching your concept, taking notes to help you describe and 
understand their concepts and arguments, in order to develop different perspectives, arguments, and 
concepts and articulate your own theory or new way of seeing-knowing-doing X revealed by your 
information comic (or whatever term you think works best) and arguing for its significance, value, and 
applicability (or lack). Why should your target audience care about your concept and your argument?  

Continue using Horton as a guide, contrasting old ways and your new way of seeing comics, 
specialized knowledge, knowledge in general, education, life—and/or some other way of framing X, the 
concept’s “why”, “what” and “how.” Shuttle between your theory and other theories, between different fields, 
and between your audience and your subject matter.  

To generate your thesis (the form your revelation takes in language), carry a notebook or create a 
Google folder to collect notes, ideas, and other generative materials; try experimenting with Horton’s old 
school note-card method of composition or new school methods, such as Post-its and Sketchnotes to 
spatialize ideas on a table or wall in order to define terms, discover relationships, organize arguments, and 
generate minor and major insights. How do these visual methods connect to others we will learn, such as 
battle lines of oppositions an author uses to make arguments, or conceptual spreadsheets gathering and 
distinguishing different authors’ ideas, or schematic and narrative outlines, or sparklines that embed 
arguments within an overarching rhetorical narrative, or the Paramedic Method of reshaping long, weak, 
meandering sentences? Is Horton right that having and communicating a ha! moments comes down to 
order? Can this be done in other ways?  

Horton describes writing the longer essay as a combination of mess (research) and mystery (insight), but 
I add a third process: massage (transmediating or shaping your idea in appropriate media). This project requires 
you to transmediate your idea into a written essay for specialists and a short presentation for non-specialists. 
Your idea will take slightly different shapes in these media, and you should draw on all materials as tutor texts to 
create the most professional work you can. 
 
Project 6: Micro-PechaKucha: Presenting your Ideas about your X 
 
Compose a 6X20 (2 min) micro-PechaKucha that presents a condensed version of your Project 5 longer essay 
for an educated general audience.  
 
Draft Proj 5 due: T Apr 29    Proj 6 Pecha Kucha Presentation:  Th May 1     Proj 5 Final Paper due T May 14 





Horton’s 10 Stages of Longer Essay 

1. Beginning before Beginning 

2. Listening Habit 

3. Generating Materials 

4. Note-taking 

5. Organizing Notes 

6. Incubation Stage 

7. Forming the Hypothesis 

8. Writing the First Draft 

9. Revising the First Draft 

10.Editing the Final Draft



Abstract Transformation Workshop 
1. Revise your abstract using Lanham: focus on X 

2. Revise your abstract using topics/perspectives/struggles 
from your conceptual matrix

3. Revise your abstract by rearranging STRUGGLE (X) and 
EVIDENCE (bibliography, proposal, and info comic)

4. Transform your abstract using Queneau: choose 3 styles 
and transform abstract: haiku
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ON THE USE AND ABUSE OF THIS BOOK

To revitalize the liberal arts, we must transform Plato’s Fight Club at the 
levels of space and media, habits and curricula, values and institutions. 
Given the social, political, and economic pressures on higher education, 
we cannot rely solely on expert disciplinary knowledge and traditional 
media genres of expository essays, journal articles, and academic books, as 

Fig. 1.2 Proposed reCLAIM Café for Renne’s Corner in the Wisconsin Institute 
for Discovery by the KAMG group, 2016. (Image by Keegan Hasbrook)

1 WRESTLING WITH PLATO’S FIGHT CLUB 
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CHAPTER 1

Wrestling with Plato’s Fight Club

Fig. 1.1 Cornell entomologist Michael Hoffmann speaks at the March for Science 
rally, Ithaca Commons, Ithaca, New York, April 22, 2017. (Photo by author)
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emerging scholarly genres





Info Comics

Later that evening...

4:00 PM. Track practice at Fairmount 
Public High School…

Alright, 
girls, great 

work today. Let’s 
line up and do our 

cool down 
stretches.

What a workout! Love 
this group of girls and can’t wait for 

our homework study session 
together tonight. 

Don’t 
forget, for 

those of you 
who signed up 

for Fairmount’s 
new peer 

mentorship 
program, the 
first meeting 

will be at 5 
PM 

Later that evening…

I just 
don’t know 

what to do. I’m 
thinking of joining 

some 
extracurriculars in 

high school, but 
I’m afraid my 
grades will go 

down. Actually, I used to not be the best student. 

And cheerleading... And musical theater…

And chess club…

Woah, slow 
down there…most 

people don’t have a 
problem with over 

scheduling, but make sure 
you don’t end up being one of 
the few who do. Make sure 
you’re doing all of this for 

the right reasons, and 
that you don’t do too 

much, too fast.

You’re 
right…At this 

rate, 
extracurriculars 

are going to 
start seeming 

more important 
than school, and 
it’s going to be 

so hard to 

juggle it all!

Maybe I’ll start with track and go from there…

 Dr. Jen Agans and student Elena Gupta, Cornell University



Ella Baker Center for Human Rights, Forward Together, and Research Action Design 
Thanks to Megan Comfort, Research Triangle Institute

Community Installation



expert knowledge common knowledge

episteme doxa

eidos (ideas) imagos (images)

logos (logic) mythos (stories)

dialectics (method) mimesis (ritual)

West other

university popular culture

scholar rhapsodist

Transmedia Knowledge 



rap dissertation 

Excerpt from dissertation and interview



Science Rap Academy 



Eugenia Highland, University of Wisconsin-Madison

Video essay



Report Presentation Story

Documentation 
of facts and figuures

Oral delivery
to explain & persuade

Artistic presentation 
of emotion & experience

Topical, hierarchical Facts and storytelling Dramatic/narrative plot

Survey, collect, evaluate Illuminate, interpret Experience, express, sense

Findings, evidence Motivation, engagement Memories, associations

Plain, direct style Believable, engaging Expressive, theatrical



 A narrative “sparkline” by Nancy Duarte



The Art of Explanation by Lee LeFever

 A narrative “sparkline” by Nancy Duarte

What?Why? How?



WhyWhyHow Sparkline

less understanding more understanding

Why How

what is?

what could be?

the call 
to adventure

the call 
to action

beginning middle end
What

storycontext connections descriptions

Why? What? How?



are key questions/solutions for stakeholders?

is your X/issue/concept important?

to get other stakeholders involved?

Why?

What?

How?



Scientific Poster

MY CATCHY TITLE (~100pt)

M y  Te c h n i c a l  S u b t i t l e  ( ~ 7 0 p t )

A u t h o r 1 * ,  A u t h o r 2 *  ( ~ 7 0 )

Stand Back!  What do you see?
 Place a large, subtle image in the background or on the side.  
    This provides a an accent visible from across the room.

Needs a little something?
 Use geometric shapes in the background

Headings tell your story best

 Background 
Flight vs display: The dino feather controversy

 Conclusion 

Insulating feathers evolved into display feathers,
then into flight feathers

 Methods 

Studying feather structure in fossils

Background (Subheading, ~40 pt)

Paragraph text (~24 pt).  Put less important 

information in this lower left corner because 

people are unlikely to read it.  Even when 

they’re interested, they’ll take only a few 

minutes to read the small print.  Keep it short.

Consider your audience as you narrow down what you want on your 

poster.  They may be distracted or they may not understand how your 

work is relevant to them.  Your poster should invite them to come closer to 

ask questions and get to know you.  If your poster will be on view without 

you, or if it will be posted online, you may need more paragraph text on 

your poster to explain your project.

I M A G E

Caption and photo credit

University
Seal

SponsorSponsor

*Instutional affiliations, websites, social media, contact information.
Palm tree vector art by Free Vector from vecteezy.com.   Other credits.
The fonts used here are Palatino and Avenir.  Made by Sarah Bennett, 2015.

Reference, citation, reference.  Reference reference.  Citation citation citation.  
Reference.  Citation; reference.   Reference, reference reference.  Citation.
Don’t forget your business cards so your fans can follow up with you later!

•  Use ample blank space

•  Use 3 - 5 bullets at a time

•  Highlight key terms

•  Intro and rationale on the left (Bullets 36 pt)

•  Diagrams in the middle

• Results and conclusions on the right

Layout Basics (Heading, ~50pt)

Make Skimming Easy

designlab.wisc.edu

Diagrams as centerpieces

Draw your audience in from a distance

Labels in 30 pt

Labels 
in 30 pt

callout boxes
highlight important details

diagrams become great props 

for presenting your poster

Make diagrams big enough to read

Diagrams aren’t hard to make
Color, arrows, boxes, and labels go a long way

Substitute standard headings like “Conclusions” with phrases that 
make your idea, argument, or discovery stand out.  Standard 
headings make it harder to find out what a poster is about at a 

A good poster will draw people from across the room and from a 
few feet away.  Good headings will give them material to ask 
questions about once they have approached.

Abstract

Color vision and feathers are linked in dinosaurs

Why? What? How?



Outline
1. Introduction 

2. Topic A 

3. Topic B, 

4. Topic C, etc. 

5. Conclusion



less understanding more understanding

Why How

what is?

what could be?

the call 
to adventure

the call 
to action

beginning middle end
What

storycontext connections descriptions
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WhyWhyHow Sparkline

resolution-- resolution++

abstraction++

abstraction--

outlines

extended 
notes

image 
track

Pecha 
Kucha

sparklines

script

paper

exhibition

concept 
matrix

abstract
annotated 

bibliographybook

cosmogram



Outline/Sparkline Workshop 
1. Revise your outline based on revised abstract

2. Revise your outline using topics/perspectives/struggles 
from your conceptual matrix

3. Revise your outline by rearranging STRUGGLE (X) and 
EVIDENCE (bibliography, proposal, and info comic)

4. Transform your outline into a WhyWhat How sparkline



Homework
1. Work on revised abstract

2. Work on revised outline/sparkline

3. Research more!


